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the Phi Beta Kappa Society of Dartmouth, at their next
anniversary.   "Writing to his class-mate Merrill, he says :

" John Porter, in his official capacity, has notified me of the wishes of
the P. B. to write them a poem. If six of the nine Muses were to stand
at my elbow, and promise that, according to their best discretion, they
would inspire every line, word, and syllable, semicolon and comma, I
should not choose to write a poem. I left making rhymes when I left col-
lege; and, as to poetryr, I do not know that I ever made any."

As time sped on with him, although he could not quite shake
off all the influences of his narrow fortunes, he began to be less
discomfited by them, and also to have some perception of what
the jurisprudence of his country was to become. " What you
have said," he replies to Bingham, " of the obstacles in the way
to eminence in this country, has much to support it. But what
then? Must we sit down contented in the lonely valley of infe-
riority? This is a cold, poor, comfortless place. If the hill of
difficulties be so high that we cannot climb over it, yet perhaps
we can make a shift to creep round it. At all events, it is worth
the trial. I do not soon expect to see in America a Locke, a IsTew-
ton, a Pope, or a Sir Joshua. But Mansfields and Kenyons, I
believe, we shall rear in the next age. And the reason of the dif-
ference is, that eminence will be sought with more ardor in the
lucrative professions, than in the abstract sciences and the fine
arts." Still, for himself, his expectations, so far as they were
expressed to his friends, continued to be moderate and subdued.
" Tet, Merrill," he writes a year later," you and I have some am-
bition ; so has, or ought to have, every one. So much ambition
as shall prompt to laudable exertion and industry; so much as
is well consistent with the duties and the honest pleasures of
life, as induces a, wish to make ourselves respected by our friends
and not entirely despised by our enemies; and, on the s, core of
properly, so much ambition as instigates to the acquirement of
a decent, competent estate, enabling us to treat our friends as
ihey deserve, and to live free from embarrassment j this degree
of ambition is rational and necessary."

"Was this all that at the age of two-and-twenty he had pro-
posed to himself I Did his description of a " rational and neces-
sary ambition" comprehend all that burned within Mm, or was
there still something that he held in reserve, even with his youth-